AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

He said: "Democracy is wrongly conceived
when treated merely as a body of doctrine or
simply a form of government. It is a stage
of development. It is built up by slow-
habit. The English alone have approached
popular institutions through habit. All other
nations have rushed prematurely into them:
through mere impatience with habit, they
have adopted democracy instead of cultivating

it."

So far from being surprised at the failure of
democracy in many countries, I should have
been amazed if it had succeeded. If ever there
was an indigenous product it was democracy
as you and I understand it. Growing through
the centuries its roots are in our being: we
are so used to its free air that we sometimes
notice it no more than the air we breathe, and